
TIPS FOR SAFE USE OF WOOD, COAL AND PELLET STOVES 
 
 
INSTALLATION 
 
A building permit needs to be obtained prior to installation of fireplaces, fireplace inserts, wood, 
coal or pellet burning stoves and must be inspected by the local Building Inspector prior to their 
initial use as required by the Massachusetts Building Code. 
 
Allow at least 36 inches of clearance around the appliance to prevent combustibles from coming 
into contact with heat sources. 
 
Solid fuel heating appliances cannot share a common flue with chimney flues utilized by other 
solid, fossil, or gas fired appliances. 
 
A qualified mason should inspect the chimney and flue before the stove is used.  Cracks in the flue 
or mortar joints can allow flames and heated gases to extend into the structure. 
 
 
PROPER USE 
 
Most chimney fires occur because of build-up of creosote, a tarry by-product of burning wood.  
Have your chimney flue cleaned before each heating season.  Burn only dry, well seasoned, 
hardwood to reduce creosote accumulation. 
 
Don’t use flammable liquids to start a fire. 
 
Never leave children unattended near the stove 
 
Check that the damper is open before lighting the fire.  A closed damper will result in an 
accumulation of smoke and carbon monoxide in the home.  Do not close the damper until the fire 
is out and the embers are cold. 
 
Use a fireplace screen to prevent flying sparks and embers from falling out on to the floor. 
 
Install and maintain smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms to provide protection for your 
family. 
 
 
PREVENTION 
 
Install smoke alarms to warn of a fire, but also have carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in the home to 
warn about deadly fumes from a faulty furnace, fireplace and oven flue or other venting problems. 
 
Problems with heating systems is the #1 source of carbon monoxide in homes. 
Both types of alarms are required by law in Massachusetts. 
 


